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Thank you Mr. Chairman.  The United States thanks Mr. Yotam Goren, Chairman of the 

Committee on Conferences, for presenting the Committee on Conferences report and for his able 

leadership as Chair.  My delegation also thanks the Under Secretary General for General 

Assembly and Conference Management, Mr. Tegegnework Gettu, for his introduction of the 

report of the Secretary General on Pattern of conferences as well as the Vice Chair of the 

ACABQ, Mr. Pavel Chernikov, for the introduction the related report of that Committee. 

My delegation would also like to take this time to thank Assistant Secretary General Franz 

Baumann for his service during his time in the Department of General Assembly and Conference 

Management and commend him for his leadership and stewardship of the resources and services 

entrusted to him.  We welcome Ms. Catherine Pollard to this new role 

Mr. Chairman, my delegation was pleased to participate in the recent session of the Committee 

on Conferences held in September.  We appreciate the dedication and work of the staff within 

Department of General Assembly and Conference Management  (DGACM) to support this 

Committee and the inquiries made by Member States.   

The report outlines the issues that were discussed and while I will not go over every topic, my 

delegation would like to highlight a few areas of progress and challenge.  We commend 

DGACM for continuing to reform their services and note the tangible benefits that have been 

realized through more efficient ways of processing and translating documents through Paper 

Smart, g-Docs and g-Text as well as meeting management through g-Meets.  These initiatives 
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have not only improved the services DGACM provides, but has made the staff’s work easier and 

given them an ability to accomplish even more.   

Additionally, we recognize that work continues to be done to improve conference services 

utilization and the quality of document translation.  Related to this, we applaud the progress 

made on better integrated global management across all UN duty stations.  While we note 

progress has been made in the submission of documents as highlighted by USG Gettu, and the 

significance of the statistics presented, significant challenges remain in the timely submission of 

documents.  My delegation would like to know why this continues to be a problem and what we 

can do to solve this collectively.  We know this problem does not rest squarely with DGACM’s 

processing, but also with the submitting departments and other bodies’ examination of reports.  

As a direct example: we only received the ACABQ report for this issue over the weekend that 

was introduced this morning (Monday).  This is not a responsible way to enable Member States 

to fulfill our oversight responsibilities.  

Mr. Chairman, turning to another issue of importance to my delegation, I would like to express 

appreciation for the delegations on the Committee on Conferences for their willingness to find a 

compromise on the request by several Member States, including my own, for the UN to establish 

Yom Kippur as an official UN holiday.  As the UN currently recognizes the major festivals of 

other world religions, we believe that the United Nations calendar should reflect the holiest day 

of Judaism.  However, any addition of a holiday must be done on a cost neutral basis and we 

look forward to exploring how establishing a Yom Kippur holiday could be done within these 

parameters. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 


